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Re-Casting Austin’s Superblock

Advanced Studio | UT Austin | 2025

Location: Austin, Texas

This project starts by understanding Austin as a city developed through 
cumulative spatial decisions and overlapping grids rather than a single 
cohesive design. At the neighbourhood level, the Hancock site appears 

as a point of collision between a coarser, car-oriented eastern fabric 
split by I-35 and a fine-grained, walkable western grid.  The site, a 19th-
century monofunctional superblock, functions as an urban void in all 

respects—physically, socially, and economically. 

What happens when two urban conditions are 
purposefully brought together, and how can 
new programs and spatial strategies re-stitch 
the city across that divide?

Prasamsa Pokharel, Preethi Tera
Contributions: Design Concept, Narrative Development, Program Zoning, Typological Studies & Final 
Drawings
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The Hancock site sits within 
a largely single-family 
neighborhood where the I-35 
corridor disrupts walkable 
access to daily needs within a 
15-minute radius. Positioned 
within the Project Connect 
cap-and-stitch zone, the site 
becomes an opportunity to 
rebalance parking-heavy land 
use into a connected, mixed-use 
node that supports a walkable 
urban fabric.

Site as an interaction of multiple urban grids

Site as a concrete superblock

Site along the strong highway edge 
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The design breaks the superblock by reintroducing a 
human-scaled street network derived from existing 
grids, forming a new main street and pedestrian 
connections that dissolve the site’s isolation. 
Buildings are organized around a connected green 
infrastructure system, while seven program zones 
are layered from public to residential using targeted 
typologies that respond to surrounding land uses.
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The ground floor prioritizes porosity and movement, 
with active commercial and community programs 
lining new streets and pedestrian corridors. Open 
spaces and courtyards break down the former 
superblock, allowing circulation and landscape to flow 
through the site. Together, these moves reframe the 
ground plane as a human-scaled public realm that 
supports equitable access across the site.
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UD 696 / ARC 696 / CRP 685D

Project 3: RECASTING AUSTIN’S SUPERBLOCK

Advanced Urban Design Studio I

UT Austin School of Architecture, Fall 2025
PRASAMSA POKHAREL, PREETHI R TERA
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On the western edge, bar and courtyard housing 
introduce affordable and co-living units that align 
with the surrounding residential grain. An active 
street edge maintains street life, while buildings turn 
inward toward courtyard-based living for privacy, 
transitioning into smaller plazas and a public edge 
that connects to the Hancock Golf Course and 
proposed bus station.

Affordable housing units: 90, Co-Living Units: 528 Pax 
Multi Family Apartments: 260 Units
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Austin Morphological Analysis

Advanced Studio | UT Austin | 2025

Location: Austin, Texas
Over time, a number of layered grids—natural, infrastructural, and 

hypothetical—have grown, collided, and broken down to build Austin’s 
urban form. Subsequent infrastructural initiatives consolidated land into 
superblocks that prioritise mobility over habitation, whereas early street 

networks prioritised continuity and human scale. These superblocks 
create social and physical divisions throughout the city by breaking 

neighbourhood continuity.

Re-Casting Austin’s Superblock
Prasamsa Pokharel, Preethi Tera
Contribuitions: Neighborhood & Site Scale Analysis
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Across Austin, neighborhood grids vary in 
orientation, block size, and permeability.
These differences directly influence how 
people move, gather, and occupy space, 
shaping local density and social life.

Primary Grid, Building Foorprint, Building 
Program, Parcellation, Volume
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The Hancock site sits at the intersection of multiple 
neighborhood grids, where fine-grain residential 
fabrics collide with large infrastructural corridors and 
auto-oriented parcels. Despite its central location, 
the superblock interrupts continuity across scales, 
revealing how accumulated spatial decisions have 
produced a critical break in Austin’s urban grain.
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Local morphologies vary in grain, connectivity, and 
spatial logic around the site
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UD 696 / ARC 696 / CRP 685D

Project 1: Typological Inventory - Part 1

Advanced Urban Design Studio I

UT Austin School of Architecture, Fall 2025

PREETHI TERA

1000m 1000m0 0N NFREIE UNIVERSITÄT BERLIN

ARCHITECTS: GEORG CANDILIS, ALEXIS JOSIK, AND SHADRACH WOODS
LOCATION: BERLIN, GERMANY
YEAR: 1963

The Freie Universität Berlin demonstrates how architecture can address the condition of being 
placed at the urban edge through the logic of the mat-building. Located along a roadway in 
Dahlem, the building avoids vertical emphasis and instead extends as a low, horizontal fabric. 
Its dense spread of corridors, lecture halls, and libraries forms a continuous carpet that turns 
inward, creating a self-contained academic environment. A sequence of planted courtyards 
punctuates this field, serving both as social spaces and as buffers that shield activity from the 
traffic and noise at the site’s edge.

The project’s strength lies in its organizational grid, which provides a rational framework for 
flexibility and coherence. Spaces can be added, adapted, or reconfigured while still belonging to 
the larger system. Circulation is conceived as a network of “interior streets,” where movement 
and occupation unfold inside the structure rather than along the perimeter. This creates a legible 
internal order, while the external edge remains more defined and protective.

The Freie Universität illustrates how density and openness are reconciled in a horizontal form. 
Instead of stacking vertically or enclosing itself as a block, the building achieves density by 
spreading laterally, concentrating program internally while allowing light and openness through 
courtyards. This negotiation between mass and void, part and whole, demonstrates a strategy 
for transforming edge conditions into productive spatial experiences rather than barriers.

Circulation 

Open Space

Figure-Ground Solid-Void

Organizational Grid
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Figure-Ground Solid-Void

Programmatic Components

NARKOMFIN COMMUNAL 
HOUSE AND KITCHEN
ARCHITECT: MOISEI GINZBURG ANE IGNATY MILINIS
LOCATION: MOSCOW RUSSIA
YEAR: 1928-1930

The Narkomfin Building, designed by Moisei Ginzburg and Ignaty Milinis in the late 1920s, is a 
landmark of Soviet Constructivist architecture and a pioneering experiment in collective living. 
Developed during a period of social transformation under Stalin, the building sought to shape the 
“new Soviet man” by emphasizing communal interaction over private spaces. Influenced by the 
Bauhaus and Le Corbusier, Ginzburg and Milinis created a modular layout of duplex apartments 
with double-height living areas, complemented by shared kitchens, dining rooms, and laundry 
facilities. These communal amenities were intended to foster social cohesion and collective 
living, although in practice many were underutilized as residents preferred private routines. 
Architecturally, the Narkomfin Building exemplifies minimalist aesthetics, reinforced concrete 
construction, horizontal strip windows, and pilotis, reflecting Constructivist ideals of functionality, 
simplicity, and modernist innovation.

Over time, the building’s communal vision faced significant challenges. Changing Soviet policies 
in the 1930s, combined with population pressures and maintenance neglect, led to the conversion 
of communal spaces into private living areas, diminishing the original social experiment. By the 
early 2000s, the structure had fallen into severe disrepair, with crumbling facades and deteriorating 
interiors. A comprehensive restoration led by Ginzburg’s grandson, Alexey, from 2017 to 2020, 
carefully preserved the original architectural elements while modernizing the infrastructure, serving 
as a successful example of balancing historical preservation with contemporary needs. Today, the 
Narkomfin Building is recognized not only as a Constructivist masterpiece but also as an influential 
precedent for community-oriented and sustainable urban housing, demonstrating how architecture 
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Case Studies: Narkomfin, Ladders by Albert Pope, 
Freie University
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03
Mosaic41

ULI Competition 2026

Location: Austin, Texas

Mosaic41 positions itself at the intersection of Austin’s rapid growth and its deeply rooted, 
neighborhood-scaled identity, leveraging the site between Hyde Park and Cherrywood to 
reconcile suburban character with increasing urban demand. Guided by four principles—
Healing the Highway, New Density / Familiar Streets, Wellness Woven In, and Anchoring 
the Everyday—the project capitalizes on the I-35 cap-and-stitch to transform an underutilized 
corridor into a connected, health-oriented mixed-use district. By aligning phased density, 
everyday social anchors, and diversified housing with transit and public infrastructure, Mosaic41 
demonstrates that long-term financial performance and social benefit can be mutually 
reinforcing rather than competing objectives.

Toan My Le, Joel Samuel, Jorge Zambrano, Andres Plascencia, Preethi Tera
Contributions: Design Concept, Narrative Development, Phasing, Analysis
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The project enables everyday 
life to unfold within a 15-minute 
walk, connecting housing, 
transit, green space, work, 
and daily services through a 
safe and active public realm. 
By layering wellness, retail, 
and community programs 
along walkable routes, the site 
supports intergenerational 
routines and fosters a strong 
sense of belonging.
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Wellness:Wellness:  Neighborhoods lack access to health and natural resources, which is addressed by anchoring the 
site with wellness programs and medical partnerships

Vibrancy:Vibrancy:  Activity is concentrated along the edges, leaving the interior inactive, which is reactivated by 
threading a public green spine through the site.

Connectivity:Connectivity:  Limited crossings restrict a 10-minute walk shed, while cap connections and new streets restore 
continuous access.

Phase I: Rebuild the existing grocer as a 
mixed-use anchor to activate 41st Street while 
introducing the first street connections and 
shared trail.

Phase II: Establish a centralized wellness 
core and extend north–south connectivity to 
strengthen access and daily movement.

Phase III: Introduce fine-grain streets and 
diverse housing typologies to complete a 
walkable, mixed-income neighborhood.

Phase IIII: Mosaic41 evolves into a connected 
urban district where density, wellness, and 
everyday life are woven together.
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Anchors: Retail and restaurant anchors align along 
41st Street, while programs step down toward a 
quieter, neighborhood-scaled fabric to the north.

Land Use: Layered land use integrates new 
programs into diverse housing while reinforcing a 
familiar street grid.

Permeable System: Retention landscapes are 
integrated into the site to manage stormwater 
while strengthening ecological performance and 
public amenity.

Transit: Existing bus and bike routes are integrated 
into a new transit overlay, establishing a familiar 
mobility anchor within the site.”

1. 24-Hour Coffee Shop • Small-Scale Office
2. Stacked Townhomes • Single Stair Walk-ups
3. Grocery Co-Op With Affordable and Market Rate 
Housing Above
4. Live-work Units
5. Nonprofit Community Bike Repair Shop • Cafe • 
Affordable and Market Rate Housing
6. Co-Housing Casitas • Shared Amenity Buildings
7. Retail • Market Rate Housing
8. Commercial Gym • Health-Centered Eatery
9. Mixed-Use Retail • Office Space
10. HEB Grocer • Community Center • Hotel
11. Retail • Co-Living Units • Affordable and Market
Rate Housing
12. Clinical Training • Residency Housing
13. Public Court • Amphiteater • Trellis
14. Existing Medical Center
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1. 41st Street is redesigned with active ground-
floor uses, a widened pedestrian edge, dedicated 
bike lanes, enhanced bus shelters, and shaded 
landscaping to create a welcoming community 
gateway.
2. Neighborhood streets prioritize slower vehicular 
speeds and incorporate on-street parking to 
support local retail activity.
3. The North Mosaic Trail weaves a shared-use path 
and bike lane through landscaped areas and civic 
plazas.
4. Residential mews function as low-speed shared 
streets that support informal gathering, play, and 
resident-led activities.

This network of stitched streets, trails, and green 
infrastructure reconnects the Red Line, Hancock 
Golf Course, and 41st Street into a continuous 
public realm. Social anchors, stormwater 
landscapes, and flexible civic spaces activate daily 
life while supporting wellness, cultural exchange, 
and local economic opportunity.
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04
Riverside Retrofit Hub

Newcastle University | Radical Empathy

Location: Sunderland, United Kingdom

Located in Sunderland, where many residents struggle with rising 
energy costs, the Riverside Retrofit Empowerment Hub addresses both 

environmental and social challenges. The facility provides accessible, 
real-life examples of home retrofitting, helping communities understand 

how sustainability can directly reduce energy bills. By combining 
education, collaboration, and regeneration, the hub transforms an 

industrial structure into a shared space for climate literacy. Local 
activists and experts are invited to contribute, ensuring knowledge is 

community-driven and practical.
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The technical strategy includes the retrofitting of 
the terraced house while keeping majority of the 
existing structure. The retrofitting includes focusing on 
upgrading the insulation in the floors using an internal 
insulation system for masonry walls in the terraced 
house. Riverside’s Retrofit Hub consists of a steel frame 
with steel panels which were locally sourced and 
recycled.


